
Downtown Pueblo 
Historic Building 

Walking Tours
2 tours of  ¾ mile and 1 mile respectively

Tour #1: Begin across City Center Drive from the Courtyard Hotel and 
Pueblo Convention Center, walk north on Main Street to 4th Street and 
returns you to your starting point via Santa Fe Avenue.
Tour #2: Take Main Street from 4th Street north to the beautifully 
preserved Pueblo County Courthouse at 10th Street, then one block east, 
then south on Santa Fe Avenue.with the Pueblo Downtown Association

White Triangle 
Building

1st & Main, built 1890. 

This building has been significantly modified. The original 
building was about 1/3 smaller; the modification in size 
was made in 1904. It is one of only two existing triangle 
buildings remaining in the city. The site was originally 
occupied by the Rock Island Railroad ticket office. After 
housing utility companies and street cars, the building 
received a Mid-Century Modern makeover. It is now occu-
pied by Legacy Bank.

Tutt
Block

The Tutt Block, across the Central Plaza, was erected in 
1890 by Charles L. Tutt, Sr. It has not been altered since it 
was constructed. This red brick building is a true gem and 
a memorable piece of architecture. Note the curved glass 
window on the 2nd floor at the point of the triangle. The 
building is unoccupied today.

201 N. Main, was built in 1902 and enlarged 
in 1906. Local architect F. W. Cooper designed 
the building which featured retail and ticketing 
offices for nearby railroads. The upper floors were 
devoted to offices and later hotel rooms. Today the 
upper floors are occupied by condominiums. 

Mechanics or Masonic Block
207-209 N. Main was one of Pueblo’s premier office 
buildings in 1892. Originally christened the Mechanics 
Building, this structure is on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The building was purchased by two 
Masonic lodges in 1902. The lodges used the top floors 
for their activities. Other tenants included a hotel, 
financial institutions, insurance and other offices. In 
1946 the building became the American Furniture Co. 
which occupied it until 1998. Subsequent owners have 
intended to convert the upper floors to condominiums, 
but have not been able to complete the project.

Amherst Building

The Colorado Lottery today calls 225 N. Main home. 
The 1937 edifice was built to house a Montgomery 
Ward store in the days when department stores made a 
grand impression. It is the only “Montgomery Ward” 
designed location remaining in Colorado. The building 
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Around the corner on 3rd Street is an outstanding 
turn-of-the-century building constructed for 
the Henkel-Duke Mercantile Co., the grocery 
distribution business founded by Pueblo pioneers 
Charles Henkel and Nathaniel Duke. The building is 
now occupied by Colorado Work Force.

Montgomery 
Ward &  

Henkel-Duke 
Buildings

Downtown Pueblo Historic Building Walking Tour 1
City Center Drive to 4th Street, Main Street & Santa Fe Ave.

This ¾ mile tour will take you past 14 buildings which were built between 1882 and 1937. Some of 
them are on the National Register of Historic Places. Others are not listed, but retain the character 
of their era. You will also pass many buildings which were built in the early 20th century but have 
been heavily modified. The lines you will notice in the street on both Main and Santa Fe are from the 
electric trolleys which provided transportation until the 1940s. Not pictured on this tour is the Sangre 
de Cristo Arts Center, 210 N. Santa Fe Ave.; this 1974 building complex features 5 galleries and the 
Buell Children’s Museum in addition to a conference center.
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The Wilson 
and 

Hildebrand 
Blocks

214-226 N. Main also date from the 1880’s. Like many Down-
town buildings, this structure suffered damage in the 1921 flood. 
The two addresses have housed a number of retail businesses 
through the years. 214 was used by jewelers and other retailers 
from the early 1900’s until about 2008. Today the entire ground 
floor of the building is used by Solar Roast Coffee for offices, pro-
duction and a coffee shop.

Whitcomb
Block

300 N. Main

Built in 1895. It was designed by Architect F. W. Cooper who 
designed much of the commercial area of downtown Pueblo be-
tween 1880 and 1925. It was altered in the 1960’s by placing wood 
over the existing brick; the store sold western wear and wanted to 
look “western.” If you look at the upper floor, you can see much of 
the original design of the building. This building housed Pueblo 
Savings and Trust Co. (today PB&T Bank) from 1903 until the 
bank it built its current location at 5th & Court during the 1960’s.

From the 1930’s to the late 1970’s 
S. H. Kress occupied the beautiful 
Art Deco building at 301 N. Main. 
The building is a good example of 
the design of Kress Stores built at 
that time and still features most of 
the original elements with additions 
for the change to office use when the 
Pueblo Economic Development Co. 
renovated it in 1983-84. PEDCo 
occupies the building today and uses 
the extra space as an incubator for 
start-up businesses.

S. H. Kress

313 to 317 N. Main is the 
remaining part of the Pope 
Block which was literally a 
city block when construc-
tion began in 1899. When 
finished the building 
wrapped around toward 
Court Street on 4th. There is an archway on 4th between Main 
and Court which features a sign reading Pope. Colonel Albert 
Pope provided the investment money to create business facilities 
for the bustling community which was Pueblo. 

Pope Block

315 N. Santa Fe dates to 
about 1900. This light brick 
building has many of the 
original features with changes 
mostly to the windows. 
Nearby buildings, though 
more modified than 315, also 

show remnants of their original 
architecture.

315 N. Santa Fe Ave.

Go east on 4th Street and turn right 
on Santa Fe to finish Tour #1.

If you wish to combine your tours, go to page 3 
of this brochure to view Tour #2.

 Continue north on Main Street, then south on 
Santa Fe Avenue to rejoin Tour #1.

c

227 N. Santa Fe, the Fitch Block 
was occupied in 1881 by the a men’s 
clothing store on the 1st floor and 
offices above. The Stockgrower’s 
Bank called the location home be-
ginning in January 1888; they did 
not last very long. One other claim 
to fame is a visit from Theodore 
Roosevelt in the early 20th century. 
Between 1915 and 1933 a variety 
of businesses and clubs occupied 
the building. In 1933 it became the 
Greenlight Tavern.

Fitch Block

The 1882 Studzinski Block, 219 
N. Santa Fe was renovated in the 
1990’s by the Pueblo Housing 
Authority. The building looks much 
like it would have in the late 1800’s. 
Michael Studzinski was a Polish 
immigrant who worked for railroads 
before he became a developer and 
prominent citizen who helped draft 
the documents combining the three 
towns which became the City of 
Pueblo.

The Holden Block, 201 N. 
Santa Fe also dates to 1882. 
This part of Santa Fe Avenue 
was the first commercial area 
in what is now downtown 
Pueblo. It was constructed by 
Delos Holden who became 

the first mayor of the combined city of Pueblo in 1886. In the 
early twentieth century it housed the Pueblo News Agency. By 
1916 it had become the home of many auto related businesses (see 
the painting on the wall around the corner on 2nd street). Auto 
parts businesses occupied this part of the building for nearly 80 
years until its renovation by the Housing Authority. 

Studzinski Block

Holden Block
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From the 1910 City Directory—
Among her notable public buildings is her Grand 
Opera House, one of the finest in the country, erected 
at a cost of $350,000, a fine public library costing 
$100,000 with 25,000 volumes; the Federal Building, 
an impressive structure of gray brick; a new court 
house is under construction at a cost of $500,000. 

The Directory publishers estimated the city’s popula-
tion at 69,000, an increase of 4,000 over the estimate 
of the previous directory.



Downtown Pueblo Historic Building Walking Tour 2
4th Street to 10th Street on Main Street & Santa Fe Ave.

This 1 mile tour will take you past 12 buildings which were built between 1881 and 1964. Some of them are on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Others are not listed, but retain the character of their era. You will also pass many 
buildings which were built in the early 20th century but have been so heavily modified that the original style is gone. The 
lines you may notice in the street on both Main and Santa Fe are from the electric trolleys which provided transportation 
until the 1940s. 

The Colorado Building, 401 N. 
Main, was built in 1925 to replace the 
iconic Grand Opera House which 
burned in 1922. Southern Colorado 
Power Co and later variety retailer J. J. 
Newberry served as the anchor tenant 
with retail filling remaining space 
on the first floor. Offices made up 
most of the spaces on the upper three 
floors. About 1/3 of the first floor 
was devoted to the Colorado Theater 
which brought motion pictures to the 
area until the 1960’s.

Government buildings were 
grand structures built to last. 
Originally housing the Post 
Office and Federal courts, 
421 N. Main Street was 
built in 1897 by the federal 

government’s architect William Martin Aiken. This was the location 
for the main Post Office in Pueblo for about 100 years. Today the 
building is privately owned but open to the public. Inside you will 
find a coffee shop near the rear of the ground floor. This building is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Pueblo County govern-
ment still occupies the 
“3rd” Courthouse at 215 
W. 10th (just off Main at 
10th Street). The building 
was begun in 1908 and 
finished in 1913. It is one 
of the few early 20th Cen-
tury government buildings still being used today. Many Colorado stone 
varieties were used in both the exterior and interior of the building.

The YWCA building at 8th 
and Santa Fe was designed 
by Pueblo architect Walter 
DeMordaunt. The Medi-
terranean Revival building 
from 1935 is highly re-

garded as architecture and the building is an attraction for those 
interested in building styles. The site is on the National Register. 

Originally the Numa 
Hotel, 426 N. Santa 
Fe was built in 1881 
to serve travelers 
who came into Pueb-
lo on the train and 
disembarked at the 
depot then located across Fountain Creek at what today would be 
near 8th and Erie. The hotel and the St. James which followed it were 
not successful and in 1904 the Elks Lodge #90 purchased the build-
ing and is still located there. 

Colorado Building

Historic Federal
Building

Thatcher
Building

Pueblo County 
Courthouse

YWCA

Numa Hotel

Elks Lodge

Mahlon D. Thatcher 
built the Thatcher 
Building, 503 N. Main, 
in 1915 to house the 
family’s First National 
Bank on the first floor; there were an additional six floors above 
that dedicated to offices making it the tallest building in Southern 
Colorado at the time. If you go inside of the US Bank location you 
will see how banks looked in the “old days.” Also pay attention to 
the decorative elements on the outside and the roof fascia of the 
building not seen in this construction photo.. 

614-24 N. Main, F. W. 
Cooper designed these 
buildings which originally 
housed city administration 
and others. The County 
Assessor’s website lists a 
construction date of 1896 
on this property. The 
original building at 614-16 

featured a peaked tower flanked by ornate ironwork atop the parapet 
and also housed the fire department and jail. These buildings are cur-
rently unoccupied and not in great condition.

City Hall
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Built to house Clevenger 
Auto Co., 620 N. Santa Fe 
was erected in 1928-29.  
The building housed a vari-
ety of auto dealers until the 
1970’s when most of the 
auto dealers left North San-
ta Fe Avenue for Highway 
50. The building housed the 
computer offices for the Colorado Lottery for a few years before it 
became the Connect School in 1993.

Clevenger Building

Did You Know:
• The town of Pueblo was laid out by Denver-based surveyors Buel 
and Boyd on July 1, 1860.
• The Denver & Rio Grande Railway reached Pueblo on June 19, 
1872. 
• Before becoming a state on August 1, 1876, Colorado was known 
as the Territory of Jefferson. 
• Colorado women gained the right to vote in State elections in 
1893.

Photos courtesy of Pueblo Historical Society and Pueblo City-County Library District.



The Franklin Block, on 
the northwest corner 
of 4th and Santa Fe, 
was built to “fill up 
the territory between 
Main street and Santa 
Fe Avenue.” The 1912 

structure featured ½ block of frontage on 4th Street with a second 
story of offices which later became hotel space. This Cooper 
building has been heavily altered on the lower façade, but the upper 
floor remains true to the original design. 

The newest edifice on this 
tour is the round building 
currently housing the 
Bank of the San Juans. The 
one of a kind building was 
finished in 1964 to house 
Columbia Savings and 
Loan. The corporation 
was sold to MCA, Inc. an entertainment giant. The opening of 
this institution brought Hollywood to Pueblo with appearances 
by comedian Jack Benny and the stars of the popular “Virginian” 
television show. The art work which graced the interior of the 
building and outdoor sculpture was sold after the Savings and Loan 
fell victim to the 1980’s crisis.

101 W. 5th Street

Franklin Block

Unusual for the time, the Rettberg 
Block, 409 N. Santa Fe Avenue, 
was developed by Mrs. Rettberg. 
The 1889 structure housed a 
variety of retail locations over 
the years including Crews-Beggs 
department store in 1895. 
Hardware, furniture and other 
hard goods retailers located there 
until the 1970’s. In 1973 it became 
St. George and the Dragon a bar. 
Since 1990 Nacho’s Restaurant has 
had the location. During the 1950’s much of the first two floors 
was “modernized,” but you can see much of the original design on 
the 3rd floor exterior. 

Rettberg Block

The Steinberger Block, 417-
19 N. Santa Fe dates from 
1885 when Dr. Anthony 
Steinberger partnered with 
attorneys Charles Gast and 
Henry Thatcher to build it. 
As with many other build-
ings in downtown Pueblo F. 
W. Cooper was the design-
ing architect. Thatcher, who 

served as the first Chief Justice of the Colorado Supreme Court, 
and Gast had offices on the upper floors. Steinberger served his 
patients and operated a pharmacy from the ground floor. Over the 
years the building has had many occupants and the ground level 
façade and windows have been altered, but the upper floors keep 
the original design.

Steinberger Block

This concludes Tour #2.
To rejoin Tour #1, continue south to 315 N. Santa Fe, the first 

of four remaining Tour #1 buildings, described on page 2.

a
This brochure was produced by the

503 N. Main Street, Ste 652 • Pueblo, CO 81003
(719) 543-7155    pueblodowntown.com

The Pueblo Downtown Association enhances 
Downtown Pueblo through beautification, 

activities and promotion of business.

OOOOOOOO OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Downtown Pueblo has many more historic structures and 
museums we’re sure you will enjoy. Space limitations prevent 
us from adding photos and details. Here is a quick list of 
additional buildings and their locations.

Rosemount Museum (Victorian mansion) 
14th Street & Grand Avenue

Rood Candy Company Building  
7th St. between Grand & Greenwood

Sangre de Cristo Arts Ctr/Buell Children’s Museum 
2nd & Santa Fe

Fire Fighters Historical Center, 2nd & Main

Historic Church Buildings:
Ascension Episcopal Church, 18th & Grand

Eighth Street Baptist, 8th & Elizabeth
First Church of Christ, Scientist, 1201 N. Main

First United Methodist, 11th & Court
Presbyterian Church, 10th & Court

Sacred Heart Cathedral, 11th & Grand
Temple Emanuel, 14th & Grand

Near the Riverwalk on 
Union & Victoria Aves., Grand Ave. to B Street:

	 City Hall	 El Pueblo History Museum
	 Vail Hotel	 Union Ave. Historic District
	 Union Depot	 Pueblo Heritage Museum
	 Pueblo Railway Museum	 Pueblo Historical Society

Quaker Flour Mill, 102 S. Oneida, off D Street

Mesa Junction– 
Union Avenue and Abriendo Avenue:

Rawlings Public Library 
Broadway Arcade Building

•  The 1899 City Directory estimated Pueblo’s population at 
41,210 and listed 40 churches of 15 denominations. Also listed 
were 17 public schools, 3 religious schools, 2 business/secretarial 
colleges and a private kindergarten. There were 20 newspapers.

•  Indoor plumbing had begun to catch on. Pueblo had five 
plumbers listed; there had been only one in the 1879 City 
Directory!

•  May Carlile and J. G. Sweet were the 2 elocutionists advertised 
in the Directory.

•  Several of the 105 saloons had clever and deceptive names— 
Around the Corner, The Annex, The Office, The Bank, The 
Lobby, The Home.  Too many husbands going to “The Bank” or 
“Around the Corner” may have been the reason Pueblo needed 
53 law firms! (Automobile accidents hadn’t yet been invented!)

From the 1899-1900 R. L. Polk & Co.’s Pueblo City Directory—


